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ADVERTISEMENT. 



X HE neceflity of an early acquaintance with Hif- 
tory has been always acknowledged. It is as generally 
confeffed that, without a proportionate knowledge of 
Geography and Chronology^ Hiftory cannot make a. 
lading impreffion on the memory. The former is ac- . 
quired With pleafure and remembered with facility. 
The fatisfaflion of beholding the face of the earth, 
x>f tracing the march of an army, the progrefs of an 
empire, or even the tour of a traveller, infenfibly lea'ds 
the inquifitive minds of youth to a competent know- 
ledge of Geography. Lefs attrafliye is the ftudy of 
Chronology. A lift of dates is far from leaving that 
agreeable impreffion on the memory, which is the'rc- 
fult of the attentive furvey of a map or a chart. What 
is indiflin^lly remembered, ceafes to engage delight ; 
and what is no longer interefting, is fcon totally 
forgot teo. . 

Thnfe, 
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Thofe, -who rank Hiftory among the principal 
branches of a'claffical educati6h, have long been fen- 
fible of this difficulty. Various plans have been pro- 
pofed, and fyftems adopted, in order to clear the path 
of Chronology of its intricacies and impediments. Of 
thefe, Grey's Memoria Technua has received the greateft 
.{hare of approbation. But it has of late fallen into 
difufe. The harflinefs of its meafures, and the diffi-^ 
culty of committing to memory fuch lines as : 

^CroibfT^tletok AhanekExafna Ttmbjbe Cyx^ts, 

were not likely to conciliate the attention of an agr^ 
which has been employed in inventing methods ta 
fimplify the elements of' fcience, and to facilitate the 
acqMifition of learning* 

Having fucceeded in the. attempt to fmooth the dif- 
ficulties of Latin Grammar, the writer of thefe iheets 
turned his attention to Chronology. He conceived 
that, if the knowledge of dates, which is happily con- 
i}e(^ed with that of fa6ls, co.uld be reduced to a poeticad 
form,, to a fcries of Englifh verfes, which might be 
c^fily learnt on account of their fimplicity, and re« 
tncmbered with6ut difguft, a benefit of fomc impor- 
tance would be conferred on the rifing age. He found 
his.path fortunately. traced, and his labor confiderably 
diminifhed, by twopoems, written with a fimilar de- 
fign. The firft was, a feries oi Chronological 'Verjes of 

Ancient 
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Ancient Hiftory, written by Mr. Hooke, the Rt)m3n 
Hiftorian, and revifed by the late £i(hop of Londoju 
The fccond was, a Poetical Chronology of the Kings of 
JEnglandy preferved in that valuable repofitory, the Gen- 
tleman's Magai^ine. , 

In the former, much alteration and addition was ne* 
-cdTary. The author had followed the plan of Grey^ 
';and adopted the technical form of letters referj'ed to 
^figures. It was written in^this manner: 

In ^waPry Afus all the njvorlid lay drotjon^df 
4pd bahhling Boiloi did the tongues confound. 

It will fcarcely be fuppofed that what was revifcd 
'by the good and venerable Lovvth was ncceflary to be 
^foftened, becaufe fome lines were, according to the 
-modern fenfc., thought to be rather too democraticaL 

Yet fuch is the effe<9k of the French Revolution, that, 
^#hat was formerly confidered as the generous glow of 

the indignant mind at the fight of defpotic oppreffion^ 
4snow marked with the z^^^bition oi Jacobinifm. 

But the alterations, which were .made in the former 
jn compliance with the fpirit of the times, were 
deemed abfolutely ncceflary in the latter from a fenfc 
of moral and political propriety. It is the duty of a 
teacher to inftil into the minds of youth the pureft con- 
iiitulional principles. He mufi hav« the care to re- 
concile 
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*coTicile the lofty fentiments of Republican liberty, 
which occur in the perufal of the Greek and Latin 
writers, with a loyal fubmiffion to that form of Mo- 
narchy, which the experience of ages has proved to 
be the beft calculated to infure private fecurity, and to 
promote public happinefs, in this country. In this 
view, it was fpund that the author of the Poiticeil 
Chronology had^cafl: ^ (hade of unmerited obloquy over ^ 
the chdrafler of fome Englifh Princes, Much correc- 
tion was therefore required. The reign of Charles 
the Firft, particularly, was marked with fuch cruel 
inveftive, as could proceed only from the- pen of a 
leveller. To refcue from fuch illiberal afperfions the 
cfiaraAerof an unfortunate Mbnai'ch, — who, though 
guilty, in the beginning of his reign, of fome arbitrary 
meafures through the efteft of his education, was fen- 
tenced to a fate equalled in injuftice only by an atro- 
cious deed, for which the breaft of fenfibility has 
fcarcely ceafed tofigh, — it became an indifpenfible duty, . 
to paint him and his murderer, Cromwell, in their 
true colors. For the lines from thence to the prefent 
reign inclufive, — with the exception of the reign of 
James the Second,-*- the writer of ^thefe (beets is rei 
fponfible. The imperfetStions of the Introduftion, and 
of the Notes on the wholes arc alfo to be attributed 
to him. 

Th« 
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This publication is chiefly intended for the ufe of 
the fchool, over whi:h he prefides. But if, as he is 
led by the experienced utility of the plan to expeft, 
any other inftrudlor of youth Ihould introduce it to 
his pupils, he will be highly gratified by any correc- 
tions or remarks, which may make a future edition 
lefs unworthy of the public approbation. 

R. V. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



V-iHRONOLOGY Is the art of meafuring time, and of 
fixing dates. 

In the eaHy periods of the world, time was meafured only 
by the feafons, by the revolutions of the fun and moon : many 
ages elapfcd before the mode of computation by dating events 
was generally adopted. Even in Herodotus and Thucydides, 
we find no regular dates for the events recorded in their hif-. 
tories. No attempt was made to eflablifh a fixed asra, until 
the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus who attempted it by com- 
paring and correding the dates of the Olympiads, the Kings 
of Sparta, and the fucceffion of the prieflefTes of Juno at 
Ai:gos, 

The Chronology of the early parts of ancient hillory is 
full of uncertainty. Even after the adoption of dates, we 

a Sksnj^ 
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[ iind the early hidorians very inaccurate in their computations. 
Ancient Chronology is an immenfe perfpe^ive^ bounded by 
impenetrable clouds, which are thinly chequered with a few 
glimmerings of dpubtfal' light. In the fabulous and heroic 
^ges, preciiion is not expedied. But lamentable is the un- 
certainty refpedling fome of the moft important parts of hif- 
tory, fuch as the number of years elapfed (ince the Creation, 
the origin of the Chinefe Empire, the EgypJan dynailies, 
the reign of Sefoftris, the rife and fall of th.e AfTyrian empire, 
•the chronology of ihe Kings of Babylon, of the Median mo- 
narch s, and even of the fucceffors of Alexander the Great. 
Moreri ha^ colleded in his didionary feventy diiTerent opi- 
nions on the chronology from the begmning of the world to 
the birth of Chriil. 

The mod fuccefsful laborers in clearing this intricate and 

nigged path are: Julius Africanus, Eufebius, Syncellus, 

John of Antioch^ Scaliger, Petavius, Uiher, Marfham, 

. Voffiasj, Newton, Lenglet, Blair and Playfair. The foun« 

Nations, on which they have built their fyftems, have been : 

1. Agronomical obfervations, particularly of eclipfes, 
¥rhich were carefully noted and recorded by the ancients, as 
prognoftics of the death of pnnces, and the fall of empires. 

2. The telUmony of credible authors, and confident 
]uflory« 

3. Epochs, or fixed> uncontroverted pmnts in hiftory ; fuch 
as the Greek Olympiads^ the foundation of Rome^ the aera of 
Kmhuaffirt the birth of Chkist, the Arabian Hegira, l^c. 

4* Mcdal9« 
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.4. iyfcdals, m<Jnomcnts,4ndinfcripttons, which haVefeith* 
folly traniinuted the dates of many imporiant evenu* 

TIME 

Miiy be confideiied as divided into D^/ and JSbntii mt^ 
[ into ^i«i/» M$Miis Mid TiAN^ 

D A Y & 

The word Da;f, in its ftrift fenfe, fignifies only that pordon 
^f time* during which any particular part of the earth receives 
the light of the fun: called an ariifdal 62iy , In its moit 
compreheniive fenfe it inclades the nighc alfo, and is called. 
by chronologers a ciwl day> by aflronomers a natural day. 

The civih tut natural day is the fpace of time, in which the 
fan appears to make a revolution roand the earih ; cr* t^ 
^ipeak with greater allrcnomical precifion, the fpace of time, 
in which the earth snakes one revolution round its own aids. . 

Various have been the modes^ in dliFerent nations^ of com* 
pntii^ the beginning of. the day. The Syrians, Babylonians, 
Perfians and Indians began their day at the riiing of the fun. 
The civil day of the Athenians, Arabs, and ancient Gauls 
l>eganat funfet: a mode followed by the Jews, in calculat* 
sng their facred day. The ancient Italians computed the day 
from midnight, a computation in coinmon ufe among us. 
The Mahometans calculate from one twilight to another. 
Ti|ie Italians begin the firfl hour at funfet. The aflronomical 



iv INTRODUCTION. 

day begins at noon^ becaafe that inflant of time can be afcer- 
tained with the greatefl precifion. 

DIVISIONS OF THB DAY. 

The moil obvious divifion was that of morning and even- 
ing. A fecond divifion was afterwards introduced : noon 
and midnight. 

The Jews and Romans adopted a fubdivilion> into four parts 
of the day, and four vigils or watches of the night. The 
Jirft began at funrife, or fix in- the morning ; the fecond at 
nine; the third zx, noon ; and the fourth at three in the after- 
noon. Theft;fi watch of the night began at fix in the even- 
ing ; the fecond at nine ; the third at midnight ; and the 
fourth at three in the morning. Another divifion. in ufe, npt 
only among the Jews and Romans^ but alfo among the 
Greeks, reckoned the firft quarter from funfet to mid- 
night ; the fecond from midnight to funrife ; the third, or 
morning watch, from funrife to noon ; and the fourth from 
noon to funfet. 

V Among the Romans, the parts of the civil day were: 
Media nox, midnight ; Media nod is incUnatio, the turn of the 
night ; GaUicinium^ cock-crowing ; Conticinium, the time 
when the cocks ceafe to crow, the calm of the night ; Di/u' 
culum, the dawn ; Mane» the morning, which lafted till 
noon ;. M^-zV/Vj, noon or mid -day; Meridiei inclination ^- 
^u5 pomeridianum, afternoon ; Solis occafus, funfet ; Fefper, the 
evening 5 Crepufculm, the twilight 5 Prima fax^ prima te* 

nehra^ 
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^ mtirdf, the beginmog of darknefs ; CwitcMum^ bed-tiine ; 
Nox intmpeftoi which laded till midnight. 

HOURS. 

The divifion of days into hours was received by the Greeks 
f^om the Babylonians^ An hour is the 24th part of a natu- 
ral or agronomical day ; or that portion of time, in which ' 
^e fun appears to move fifteen degrees from the horizon. 

The Greeks and Romans divided the day and the night 
into twelve hours each; hence an hour of the day was 
longer, and an hour of the night ihorter, in fiimmer than in 
winter. They were only eqoal at the eqtunoxe^ . 

The hours of the day were reckoned froin funrUe. Thus, 
at the equinoxes the^^ hour anfwers to our feven o'clock, . 
At/econd to eight, the third to nine, the Jourth to ten, the 
Ji/ih to eleven, the ^;fetJ!f to iwthc, ih^/ea/enih to one in the. 
afternoon, &c.. 

The methods' of indicating the hours have been various* . 
Ill Egypt the prleRs proclatited the hours like our watchmen. > 
Ananmander of Miletus introduced a fun-dial in Gjreece, In ? 
the time of Cyrus ; and Papirius Curfor placed «ne in the 
capitol of Rome, A. C. 306; As this could only be ufed hf 
the rays of theiun, a water-clock». or hour giafs made witli . 
water, called Clepfydrat was invented by the J&gyptians^ and-" 
adopted in Rome by Scipio Nafica... 

It Is not known at what time clocks were invented/ The ^ 
&ft mentioned in inftory was in the pofieiiiMi ofPepin, King 
•f..FraiiGe#iii tW4i|^.^«eBlar7t Vattf^jpu Jnn^ented tU 

pendulum* 
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pendalum. The moft accurate divifion of time at fea has 
been attained by tjie late Mr. Harrifon's time-piece. 

An hour is divided into fixty equal parts, called minutes, 
a minute into ^ixxy feconds, and a fecond into fixty thirds. 

WEEKS. 

It is probable that this meafure of time took place from 
the creation of the world. The Greeks, however, were un- 
acquainted with this divifion. They divided the month of 
thirty days into three decades : the firft of the beginning, the 
fecond of the middle, and the third of the end, of the month. 
Thus the fifth day of the month was called the fifth day of 
^tfirft decade ; the fifteenth was called the fifth day of the 
fecond ditc^dit ; and the twenty-fifth was the fifth of the third 
decade. 

The Romans gave to each of the feven days the name of 
one of the heavenly bodies : thus Dies Solis, the day of the 
Sun ; Lunte, of the moon ; Martis, of Mars ; Mercurii, of 
Mercury \ Jo'vis^ of Jupiter ; Feireris, of Venus ; and Sa* 
tumi, of Saturn. 

The Englilh language has derived the names of the days 
from the fame fource, except Wednefday, Thurfday and Fri- 
day> which take the names of the Saxon and Danifh deities> 
H^din, Thor znd Freya. 

MONTHS. 

This divifion appears to have been ufed before the Flood. 
As it is naturally framed by the revolution of the moon, the 

months 
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months of all nations were originally lunar. In a more en- 
lightened period the rcTolutions of the moon were compared 
with thofe of the fun» and the limits of the months^ as the 
component parts of a year, were fixed with greater predfion. 

The Romans divided the month into Calends, Nones and 
Ides. The Calends were the firft day of the month. The 
Nones* were the feventh, and the Ides the fifteenth, of March, 
May^ July and OSlober, In the other months the Nones fell 
on the fifth, and the Ides on the thirteenth. The following 
lines may aflill the memory : 

Sex Maius Nonas, OSloher, Julius et Mars ; 
^atuor at reliqui : dabit Idus quilibet odo» 

The days, according to this form, were counted back* 
wards : thus the i8th of Odober is called the 15th day be- 
fore the Calends of November, &c. * 

YEARS. 

The year was commonly divided into twelve months ; and 
a month generally contained 30 days. 

The 'ancient Hebrew months confined of 30 days each, 
except the laft, which contained 35 . Thus the year contained 
365 days : an intercalary month at the end of 1 20 years 
fupplied the difference. 



* For a tabic of the Roman Calendar, fee Adam's Rman Antiqvdtics^ 
^ Wilfon»i drthaohgical Diaionary^ or the Eton Hiftoria Antiqua. 

The 
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Itie Athenian months confided of 30 and 29 days alter- 
nately, according to the regulation of Solon. They began 
on the firft new moon after the fammer folftice, m the foUow- 
ng order : 

- V 30 

- . 29 
- . 3a- 

- - 2^ 

- - 30 

- - 2^. 

This calculation produced a year of 354 daysj or, as each 
lonation, or lunar month, confifts of 29 days, 12 hours, 45, 
minutes, 354 days and a little more than a third of a day. 
A folar month contains 30 days, 10 hours, 29 minutes. To - 
reconcile the d^iFerence between the folar and the lunar year, . 
Meton added feven emholl/mic, or /y&V;W«ry months, during ; 
a cjcle^ or revolution, of 19 years. 

The Roman month?, in the time of Romulus, .were thus • 
divided and numbered : 

Martius - 
Aprilis • 
Maius - - - 
Jurius - - 
Qointilis 

Senfible of the great deficiency of this computation. Noma 
Tompilios added January and February, and made a year of ^ 
3,f$ days. Jolios Csefar finding the year eAablilked by^ 
Noma ten ixf^ ttianti tbao the folar ycAr| ibpplied the diif*- 

ference^^ 
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Sextilis - -- - 30; 


30 


September - - - 30:! 


3' 


Oftober- • - - 31^ 


30 


November - - - 30. 


3« 


December - - - 30 • 
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fc'rence, regulated the months according to their preA nt mea-* 
fure, and added an intercalary day every fourth year to the 
month of February, reckoning twice the 24th of that month, 
or the 6th of the Calends of March. Hence the fourth year 
was called biifextile. 

In honor of Julius Caefar, Quintilis was called Julius ; 
&>r a fimilar reafon> Sextilis received the name ofJugufius. 

Still this computation was not perfe6Uy accurate. As the 
true folar year contains only 365 days, 5 hours, 49- minutes, 
in the courfe of 1 3 1 years there was a difference of one day. 
Pope Gregory reformed the calendar in 1582, by cutting ofF 
10 days, and calling the 4th of October the 15 th. This al« 
teration of the ftyle was gradually adopted in other coun- 
tries, but not received in England before the year 1752. In 
Ruflia, in fome of the Swifs Cantons, and in the Eaft, the old 
flyle is flill preferved. 

The beginning of the year has by no means been the fame 
among different nations. The Chaldaeans, the Egyp- 
tians, and the Jews in civil affairs, began. the year at the au- 
tumnal equinox. The ecclefiaftical year of the Jews, the 
year of the Peifians, of the Romans under Romulus, began 
jn the fpring : a mode flill followed by many of the Italian 
flates. Both the equinoxes, and the fummer folflice, were 
each the date of fome of the Grecian ftates. The Roman 
year from the time of Numa commenced on the calends of 
January. The Arabs and the Turks compute from the i6th 
of July. The Chriftian clergy formerly began the year on 
the 25th of March; a method obferved in Britain, particu- 
larly 



X INTRODUCTION. 

larly in civil affairs, until the alteration of the %Ie in 1752, 
when our year commenced on the firA of January. Before 
that time it was ufual to write the double date in the form of 
a fradion, from the ift of January to the 25 th of March i 
thus February 20th, 174I, for 1743 of the prefcnt %le. 

CYCLES. 

A Cycle is a perpetual circulation, and recurrence of tfas 
fame parts of time. The moil remarkable are : the Cycle of 
the MooM, the Cycle ef the Sun, the hdi^on, and the Julian 
Period* 

CYCLE OF TH« MOON. 
The Cycle of the Moon, commonly called the GoUen Num* , 
her, is a revolution of nineteen years, during which the fam« 
portions and appearances of the the moon regularly return 
wi^in ao hour and a half of the fame time, in which the^ 
took place nineteen years bjsfo^. 

This cycle was obferved in Greece by Meton, about 430 
years before Chrifl, and the difcovery was fo much admired^ 
that the computation was engraved in letters of gold s hence 
it was called the Goldin Number* 

To find the Cycle of the Moon, or the Golden Number* 
add I to the given year of Cbrift, and divide the fum by 
19 : the quotient will be the number of lunar cycles elapfed. 
fince the Chriflian aera, ard the remainder the golden number 
for the given year. If nothing remains, the cycle is 19. 
Thus the Golden Number for 1794 is 9, and the number of 
lunar c;y^cled ixi%^ the binh of Chrift is 94. 

Number 
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Niimber i is added, becaafe in the firft year of ChriA, tiie 
Golden Number was 2. 

CYCLE OP THE SUN. 

r The Cycle of the Sum is a revolution of 28 years, which 
brings the fame days of the week to the fame days of the 
month. In this period the place of the fun returns to the 
fame figns and degrees of the ecliptic on the fame months 
and days. 

To find the folar cycle of a given year, add 9 to the 
given number, and divide the fum by 28 ; the quotient will 
be the number of folar cycles fmce the birth of Chrift, and 
the remainder is the cycle for the given year. If nothing 
remains^ the cycle is 28. ^Thus the folar cycle for 1794 is 
II, and the number of folar cycles fincethe Chriflian £era64. 

Number 9 is added, becaufe our Saviour was born in the 
10th year of this cycle, 9 years of which were confc* 
quently pall. 

I N D I C T 1.0 N. ^ 

The IndiSiiott is a revolution of 15 years, ufed by the 
Romans, to fix the time of fome public paymenu. It was 
eftabliihed A. D. 312. 

To find the IndidHou, add 3 to the given year, becaafe 
Chrili was born in the year anfwerJng to the 4th of this cycle> 
and divide the fum by i $ : the- remainder will be the year of 
the Indi£Uofi* Thus the year 1794 is die izth. 

JULIAN PERIOD. 

If ihe* cydts of the Sudi of the Mooiij and of Indi£lions, 

are 
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are multiplied by one another, the produft will be 7980, 
called the Julian Period, 

The vulgar aera of the birth of Chrift, fometimes called 
the Dionyfian, from Dionyfius Exiguus, who fixed it in the 
year 527, was about the end of the year 4713 of thd Julian 
Period. According to this calculation, the firll year of his 
age was the 4714th of that period. If therefore to the year 
of Chrift we add 4713, the fum will be the year of ihe Julian 
Period. Thus 1794 is the 6507th year. 

DOMINICAL LETTER. 

The firft feven letters of the Alphabet are placed in the 
commcn calendars to ftiow en what days of the week the days 
of the month fall during the year. That letter, which is 
placed againll Sunday, is printed in capital?, and called the 
Dominical letter. As a common Julian year confifts of 365 
days, if this number be divided by 7, the number of days 
in a week, there will remain one day. Were there no re- 
mainder, the year would conftantly begin on the fame day of 
the week. But fince i remains, the next year mull begin 
on the next day of the week. Hence, when January begins 
on Sunday, A is the Sunday , or Dominical letter for that year. 
As the next year begins on Monday, and the Sunday will fall 
on the feventh day, marked with the letter G, that letter will 
be the Dominical letter during the year. According to this 
feries, the letters would be fucceffively G, F, E, D, C, B, J, 
did not the leap year interrupt the order. But as the inter- 
ruption is regular, the Dominical letters are eafily afcertained* 

POETICAL 
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Anno y^ 

Mundi.Vy'ER fixteen ccnt'ries the revolving fuo, 

i6j^6 And fummers fifty-fix, his courfe bad run. 

When finful man drew heav'n's juft vengeance dowa. 
In one wide Deluge the whole world to drown. 

1757 In fev'nteen fifty-fev'n, fee Babel rife 
In tow'ring pride, to emulate the ikies ! 
When God, t* enlarge earth's habitable bounds, * 
Scatters the people, and their tongues confounds. 



♦ The difpcrfion of mankind, and the increafe of population, were the 
natural confequcnce of the confufion of tongues, and doubtlefa the ob« 
je^ of the divine ioterpoGtioou 
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A. M. 

1771 Seventeen fev*nty-one fierce Nimrod faw ; 

Then one man's pleafure gave the public law : 

Roufing no more the lion from his den. 

The hero's ta& is now the chace of men* 

'Tis virtue, glory, to enflave and kill. 

And duty to obey a tyrant's will. 

The mighty hunter, to a monarch grown. 

In fifing Babylon exalts his throne. 

Now too, proud Nineveh firft lifts her head, • 

And dates and cities in the eaft are fpread : 

Egyptian Tanis, Memphis, Thebes, and Thin ; • 

Here th' everlafting pyramids Begin, f 

From earlier date prefumptuous China brings 

The long fucceffion of her mighty kings. J 



Two 



♦ The four dynaftics, or dates, into which Egypt wa« divided aft<^ 
the reign of Mefraim, or MeDcs, the firil king of that couniry. 

4 Many writers are of opimon that the4>yramids were built befoi« 
the flood. The moft probable conje^iure is, that they were crt6bcd 
for monuments to gratify the pride, or fatisfy the fuperdition, of the 
Egyptian mooarchs. M. Volney derives the word pyramid from hur^ 
a-mit, a cave of the dead. Of the largeft, the bafe is 2640 feet in cii> 
curoference, each fide 660, and the perpendicular height about 500. 
How vain is the attempt to force the natural courfe of human events 1 
Tbefe ftupendous monuments, creded to perpetuate the memory of 
the monarchs, have not been able to refcue their names from 
oblivion. 

t The Chinefe4ate the reign of their firft emperor Fo-hi, from the 

ycaf 
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A. M. 

2083 Two thoufand eighty-three, the promis'd land 
The patriarch feeks, led by Jehovah's hand. 

zi6z Twenty -one fixty-two, ThefTalian Jove ♦ 
His father Saturn from his kingdom drove^ 
And on Olympus fixt his court on high ; 
Hence fuperflition raisM him to the iky* 

2180 Twenty-one eighty, fo th^ fable fings,. 
Hails Inachas the firfl of Grecian kings, fr 



year of the world tOj«. A Iat« vrriter, M. de Guignes, has with 
great ingenuity endeavoured to prove that an £gypttan colooy fettled 
in China abdut the year of the world 2iB2m He obfervcs, among 
many other national coincidences between the Egyptians and the Chi« 
aefe, that the two firfl dynaftics of the flnnala of China are thofe of the 
kings of Thebes and Upper Egypt* 

* Jupiter is faid to have begun his reign at the age of 62 » in ThclTalyy 
where he reigned 60 years. He vanquiHied the Titans, the fons of hia 
grandfather Ouranos, who clainxed his kingdom, and forced them to 
' fly from Greece. His brother Pluto obtained the command of the 
. weft, and Neptune of the fea coaft. Japiter deftroyed a band of rob- 
bers, who infefted the country, and concealed thcmfelves in the Thef. 
faliah and Macedonian loreds ; the greatc'fl inftance, in thofe times, of 
valor and heioifm. His laws were remarked for their wifdom and 
flri£^nefs. As he kept his court on Mount Olympus in Theffaly, 
heaven has been diftinguifhcd by that name in claffical poetry, fince 
Jupiter obtained the chief place among the divinities of pagan my* 
thology. 

f Inachus, bocn in Cappadocia, was the fon of Oceanus, brother of 
Saturn; coofcqucntly nearly related to Jupiter. He was the firft king 
of Argos. 

B 2 ^^^^V^ 
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A.M. 

2275 Twenty-two hundred fev'nty-five, behold 

Jofeph to Egypt by his brothers fold. 

Tho' long the ilorms of adverfe fortune lowV« 

Yet^ to proted the good^ heav'n's gracious pow'r 

Can 'mid the thorns of woe make rofes bloom« 

And to a palace change a dungeon's gloom. 

2448 Cecrops, in twenty-four apd forty-eight, • 

Form'd from thirteen fmall tribes f th' Athenian ftate. 

He firft to Greece the laws of Egypt brought. 

To worftiip Egypt's Gods the Greeks were taught : 

What time Deucalion fled th' ufurping main ; 

No gen'ral deluge, as the poets feign ; 

It rag'd, to nariow Theffaly confin'd, I 

Nor dar'd again the ruin of mankind. 

Then too Phcenician Cadmus croft the main : § 

Thebes was the feat of his Boeotian reign. 

25 1 3 Ifrael, in twenty- five thirteen, were led 
From Egypt's land, and in the defart fed. 



* This event if placed by the Parian Chronicle in the year of the 
-world 2422. 

f Univ. Hi(t Ch. xviii, fcfl. 4. 

} The courfe of the river Pcneus being {lopped by an earthquake 
bctv«reen Qflaand Olympus, an inundation, increafed by an uncommon 
fall of rain, covered the plains of Theflaly. Deucalion, and many of 
his fubje£ls, favcd themfelves on Mount ParnalTus. 

^ This event is fixed by the Parian Chronicle in the year 2485. 

S^ite 
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A. M. 

Spite of the miracles of Mofes' rod. 

The ftifF-neckM people made a calf their God, 

Chaflis'd, they murinur'4 ^ilU their chief revil'd^ 

And forty years they wander'd in the wild. 

Mean time, a colony from Egypt fails. 

And o'er the fons of Jnachus prevails ; 

His race no more the Argive fceptre ffvays^ 

Argos' Egyptian Danaus obeys. 

Now mighty Jofliua leads the Hebrew band*: 

To wars, to triumphs^ and the promised land. 

Six years their arms are by Jehovah bleft : 
^SS9 ^^ twenty-five and fifty -nine they reft. 

Oft the ungrateful race their God provoke, . 

As often bend beneath a foreign yoke ; 

They mourn, repent, and to their God return, , 

No longer can Jehovah's anger burn. 

He raifes Judges to affert their caufe, 

ConduA- their battles, and difpenfe their iaws. 

Brave Othniel frees theni from proud Chufan'fr *.reigny . 
2647 Eglon's t in twenty-fix by Ehud flain, . , . 

And forty-fev'n.— — When Pelops rul'd in pcacc,^ 

And gave a Phrygian name to fouthern Greece ; J 



* King of Mefopotamia. 
i King of the Moabitef*- 
i Peloponnefus. 

B 3 Whcif 
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A. M. 

When Deb'rah guided Barak^s conquering fivord. 
The fon of Bel * became Aflyria's Lord. 

Z^n In twenty -fev'n and thirty-fev'n he Ihone, 
And fix'd at Nineveh his awful throne. 
Not long ere Tyre f rofe miftrefs of the fea. 
Rich by her commerce* while by valor free ; 

2768 And Gideon's fon, % to fix his impious rdgn. 
His brethren flew ; himfelf by woman flain. 
The famous combats of Amphitryon's fon ; § 
All the Athenian cantons join'd in one 
By Thefeus ; the great demigods of Greece ; || 
The mighty heroes of the golden fleece ; || || 

Orpheus, 



* NinoSt According to CtcHas, and Diodorus Sicalus> the AfTyrian 
empire was founded in the year of the world 1830. But their account! 
are confidered at fabulous. If we follow the dates of Herodotus, we 
fliall fix this event in the year 2774. 

f Jofephus informs us that the new city of Tyre was built 240 yes^rt 
before the temple of Solomon. 

X Abimelecb. 

S HerculeS) fon of Jupiter, and Alcmena, wife of Amphitryon, klo^ 
of Thebes. 

II Perfens, Thefeus, QSdipus, Cafior and Pollux, &c. 

1 1 Jafon and the Argonauts. M. Rabaut de St. Etienne, in his Let» 
' ters to M. Bailly on the primitive Hiftory of Greece, ingenioufly en- 
deavours to explain the allegories of the heroic ages, and to prove that 
Ibey were generally intended to reprefcnt the motions of the heavenly 

bodies* 
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Orpheus, Mufaeasi Linus, * eldeft born 
Of Pho&btts' fons ; the wond'rous age adorn. 

2816 While conqa*ring J ephtha Ifrael's caufe defends ; 
And proud Setniramis her pow'r Extends ; 

2820 Lo ! twenty-eight and twenty weeps the fall 
Of ancient Ilion's long defended wall, f 

2886 See twenty-eight and cighty-fix declare 

The mighty wonders wrought by Samfon's hair. 
Then Ifrael, dazzled with an empty fliow. 
Eager the joys of kingly pomp to know, 
Difdaining freedom, for a tyrant's nod 
Begs to exchange the fceptre of her God^ 



bodies. Thus in the hiftory of Jafon, which has formed fo fruitful a 
fubjc^ for the difplay of poetical imagery, he represents the expe- 
dition of the Argonauts u exhibiting, under a beautiful allegory, the 
courfeof the conftellation ^ries through the (ky. J^fon it Serpents 
rius. Scarce has Argo, thejkip, begun his etherial voyage, when Hylas, 
jiquariust difappears, and Hercules with him. The Hydra, the River, 
and all the crew of Jafon, claim their (bare in this aftronomical voyage. 
It may perhaps b« a fubje£l of difcuflioo, whether the Argonauts re- 
ceived their exiftcnce and their names from the conftellations, which 
they thus reprefent, or whether the latter were diftinguiihed by the 
names of the charaders in the Hiftory of Jafon ; but the whole work 
dcfcrves the attention of the hiftorian and the mythologift. 

^ Ancient Greek poets and mnficiaas. 

f The deftruAion of Troy is iUcd by .the Paiiaa Chronicle,, 
A* M. §794. 
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A. M. 

Yet kings oft merit : Codrus, Athenb' pride,. 

2909; Now feli-devoted, for his country died. 
A grateful meed to his unrivall'd fame, 
• Th' Athenians hence fupprefs the Royal name. 
Jove they declare fole fov'reign of the realm,. 
And place dependent Archons at the helm. 
2949 While humbly great, the Royal ihepherd • fings^ 

The only glory of the King of Kiags. 
2988 In twenty-nine and eighty- eight, his fon 
Arofe, the wife, the peaceful Solomol^, -f- 
Whofe pious hands the wond'rous temple rear*d>^ 
2999 One thoufand five years ere our Lord appeared. 

or But lo I he falls, wife, pious, juft no more ; . 
■1. For (laves to women muil their Gods adore. 

Ante Yet great Jehovah, by remembrance won 
ChriH. Of the good fire, almoft forgives his fon; 
1005 Not quite forgives ; for now his wide domain- 
No more obeys his fon Roboam's reign. 
975 Nine hundred fev- nty-^five, ten tribes were led 
By Jeroboam, and from Judah fled. 
The rebel, to fuftain a doubtful caufe. 
Belying Mofes' God, retains his laws. 



♦ D^vid* 

-f Solomon began to reign A. M. 2988. In the fourth year of his 
reign, he began the temple, and completed it in fevcn years, A. M*- 
A999, or X005 years before ChriiU 



Go^ 
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Go, IfraeU to thy calves for fuccour call, 

930 Nine hundred thirty, build Samaria'i waIL * 

Yet Shalmanefer (hall avenge thy crimes, f 

And dra^ thee captive to far diftant dimes. 

Th' Egyptian monarchs now are mighty grown j 
. All pow'r abforb'd in that of Thebes alone. 
966 Nine hundred fixty-iix, Sefoftris view, J 

Whom fceptred flaves in golden harnefs drew. 

Now raptur'd Greece hears lofty Homer fing § 
Achilles' wrath, of mighty woes the fpring. 



* Omri, king of Ifrael, bought the hill Someron» or Samariay for two 
ttlents of filvcrt and built upon it the city ot that name, which became 
the r^IideDce of the kings of Ifrael. 

f Shalmanefer, or Salmanafar, the fon of Tiglath-Pilefer, king of 
AiTyria, levelled Samaria to the ground, 721 years A. C. and fent Ho* 
(hea, king of Ifrael, and all his fubje6ls, into captivity, 254 years after 
the defe£lion from Judah. 

^ The opinion of Sir Ifaac Newton and Sir John Marfliam is here 
followed, who maintain that Sefoflrls istheSefac or Shifhac of fcripture. 
But the latter feems to have little claim to the heroic charafler, which 
the former has obtained. The ancient hiftorians, followed by the ge- 
nerality of modern chronologers, place Sefoftris about 1700 years be* 
fore the Chriflian asra, 

^ Various are the opinions of chronologers refpefting the time, in 
which Homer and Hcfiod flori(hed. The Parian Chronicle places 
the latter in the year 944, A. C. and the former iuQo;* 
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A. C. 

Fell difcord liftefts to the heavenly lay. 

And giddy faftions' heaf their rage away. 
While HefK)d*8 humbler mufe inftrufls the fwaint 
In arts of peace^ and cultare of the plainly 

890 Eight hundred ninety *, from Phoenicia's landi 
Pygmalion's fifter feeks the Libyan ftrand. 
To injar'd Dido Carthage owes her date; 

885 'Twas then Lycurgus fram'd the Spartan ftate. 
The flrongeft walls for her defence he gave ; f 
He made her patient, temp'rate, firm and bravew 

776 . Sev'n hundred fev'nty-fix th' Olympiad fees, J; 
At firft ordain'd by godlike Herculfes. § 
Of true record the date by Varro fixt. 
Till then all fable, or with fable mixt. 



♦ Pclav. Jtatian. TemparA, lit c, 13. 

+ Trufting to the valor of the SparUns, Lycurgus ordered that Lace» 
dxmon ftiould not be walled, alleging that bravery intrenched waa » 
fpeciet of cowardice. 

J The Olympic gamea, confiding of courftng, wreftling, and^ other 
exercifes, were celebrated every fourth year, and became fo important, 
that their computation was ufed to regulate the chronology of the 
hiftory of Greece. The Olympic year began with the new niooa 
neareft to the fummer Solflice. 

§ Heresies originally eftablifhed the Olympic games, ^4% years be- 
fore the Grecian »ra of Olympiads, but they had been difcontinued. 

Scv'n 



^^ 
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753 Sev'n hundred fifty three • faw Rome ariTc : 

A vig'rous birth ; her king was brave and wife. 

While with the foft Sardanapalus fell 

The vafl AiTyrian realm and race of Bel. 

Three kingdoms from its ruins took their date ; 

Tiglath renewM the fall'n Aflyrian ftate. f 
747 FamM Nabonaflar reign'd in Babylon ; X 
6Si Thefe Efar-Haddon joio'd at length in one. $ 

The Mcdes, long ranging uncontroll'd and frc^, 
Xjfown worfe than flaves in lawlefs liberty. 



* The computation of Va70 is followed here, fixing the foundation 
of Rofloein the beginning of the fourth year of the fixth Olymphd. 
Fabius Pi^or places it in the firft year of the eighth ; or, according to 
the calculation of the learned U(her^ 748 years before the Chriftian aera. 

f Tiglath- Pilefer reigned in the year 747* A. C. He is fuppofed to 
iiave been the Ton of Pul> who has been thought to be the fieltu of 
profane hiftory« and the founder of the AflTyrian monaichy. 

X The reign of NabonaiTar forms an impoitant sera in chronology. 
' It was, according to Ptolemy, the beginning of the aftronomical ob- 
ferrations of the Cbaldaeans. Hence it fixes the date of what is com« 
monly called Ptolemy's aftronomical canon. 

§ He fucceeded Sennacherib in the kingdom of AfTyria. Taking ad« 
vantage of an interregnum in Babylont he annexed that city to his em* 
pire. He conquered Syria, Egypt and Ethiopia, and reduced Ifrae] and 
Judah. He was Succeeded by Saofduchinuiy the Nebuchadonofor of 
fcn'puirc. 



By 
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By juft reflraint true freedom to regain. 

Embrace the needful yoke, and court the rein ; 
They choofe a king : juft Deioces began 
The Median reign *, and founded Ecbatan. 

603 Six hundred three faw fev'n fara'd fages rife ; f 
Science they taught, and made their hearers wife. 
Truths more fublime, yet eafier underftood, 
Confufius taught ; % he made his hearers good. 

560 Five hundred fixty, the humane and brave. 
Who reign'd to blefs, and conquer'd but tofave, 
Cyrus united with the Median band 
Perfia's rough fons, not yet by floch unmann'd. 



* Onxhe ruins of the AfTyrian empire, rofe the Median mooarchy. 
The Medcs, having revolted from Sennacherib, became a prey to all the 
evils of anarchy ; 'till a fenfe of the ncceility of public order induced 
them, in the year 710, A. C. to place Deioces on the throne. This 
monarch, in the book of Judith, is called Arpfaaxad. 

■f Solon, the Athenian legiflator ; Thales, of Miletus ; Chiloi of 
Sparta ; Pittacus, of Mitylene; Bias, of Priene ; Cleobulus, of Lindos; 
and Periander, king of Corinth. The laft of thefe had no claim to that 
honorable title, but the merit of having patronized men of genit^s 
and virtue. 

X Or Con-fut.fee ; the celebrated philotophcr, who civilized the 
Chinefe, and inculcated the principles of the pureft morality. He was 
born 551 years before Chrift. 



Vainly 
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Vainly fecure in thy flupendous wall, * 
538 See, Babylon, thy impious monarch's fall ! f 
Envy the captive from thy chain released. 
Now flave thyfelf, who hadft inflav'd the eaft. 



* The walls of Babylon were 87 feet io breadth, 3^0 feet bigbi and 
60 miles iu circumference. 

The foundation and improvement of this wonder of the world are en- 
veloped in obfcurity. Itis difficult to reconcile the accounts of facred 
and profane biftory.- The mod probable opinion is, that Nimrod 
founded* and Belus enlarged it; that Semiramis adorned it with beau- 
tiful buildings ; and that Nebuchadnezzar the Great raifed it to its per- 
ied ftate of aftonifhing magnificence. 

+ The reduftion of Babylon by Cyrus fulfilled the prophecies, which 
Ifaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel had been infpired to denounce againft 
that imperious city. The hand of the Almighty was no lefs vifible in 
the total demolition of Babylon, than on the wallf on which the fen- 
tence of dedruflion was engraved •agaiaft the unfortunate monarch. 

In tracing the great decrees ^f Providence in the fecondary caufcs, 
which are ufed as the indruments of Almighty pow<er, we may re* 
inark tjiat the waters of the Euphrates, which had been diverted to 
open a paflage to the troops of Cyrus, were fufFcrcd to overflow the 
whole country, and reduce it to a morafs. The bricks, which formed 
the materials of the celebrated v/alls and palaces of Babylon, were made 
of clay, mixed with ftraw., and dried in the fun. Wanting the firm- 
ncfs of cohefion, their furface was liable to be continually diminiflicd 
by the heavy rains, 'till at length, being fujTcred to decay, they wero. 
totally reduced to mud, and fwept away by the violence of the torreuis. 
So complete is the deftrudlion of this wonderful city, and io literally 
were the prophecies fulfilled, that the opihions on its former fituation 
-^rc founded on the moft vague and fanciful conjefturcs. 

C. t^^ 
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The pious vidor fets from bondage free 

The fons of Judah ; fuch was heav'n's decree. ♦ 

.Full fev'nty years f beneath the tyrant's nod 

The rebel race had groan'd>and learn'd to fear their^jod. 

5:10 Five hundred ten to Athens freedom brings ; J 
509 With equal ardor Rome dethrones her kings. § • 
Proud Tarquin's caufe Pqrfenna would maintain, ;j| 
HippidS's great Darius || || ; both in vain. 

'Twixt Greece and Perfia endlefs hate enfues ^ 
^80 Xerxes' vail hoft four hundred" eighty views ; 
The fire's defeat repeated by the fon, 
AndSalamis.furpaffing Marathon, jj § 

The 



* Ifaiah, cb. xltv, &8. 

+ Jeremiah, ch. XXV, 1 1 . Daniel, ch. i«, c. , ^ 

J The CXtinftion of the reign of the family of Pififtratus by the 
^Icmaeonide. Statues -wereere^ed tOvHarmodius and AriAogiion, who 
tad put to death ^ipparchut, fon of Pififtratus. 

§ Tarquio was banifhed from Rome, after the violation of Lucretia 
by bis fon. To the King Confuls were fubftituted. 

I Porfcnna, king of £truria, undertook to replace Tarquiu -on tbe 
throne, 

II II Hippiai, tyrant of AtheoSf fled to tbe 'COurt -of Darius, king 
of Perfia. 

§ h ^" 490t the forces of DariuSi confifting of 110,000 men had been 

defeated by 11,000 Atheuiaa» ind Platcaos ia the plaioa of Alarathon* 

«ear Atbeni* 

Xerxes^ 
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The vidlors mutual jealoufy alarms ; 

Perfia's avcng'd of Greece by Grecian arms. * 
Thrice nine long years thc-fival cities fought : 
404 Saccefs four hundred four to Sparta brought ; f 
When in fall'h Athens^ who fo long maintain'd 
The pubHc freedom. Thirty Tyrants reign'd. 

The Spartans now proud Afia's fall defign ; 
Their ready arms the brave Ten Thoufand join ; % 



XerxeSi his Ton, invaded Greece with an army of 700^000 foot and ' 
40O9OO0 horfe. His numbers of all denominations anaounted, accord* 
ing to Hetodotus, to about five millions. Over the flower of this pro« 
digious army) the Grecians obtained a fignal vidory near the ifland o£ 
Salamis ; and Xerxes was obliged id make a precipitate retreat over the 
Hellefpont into AGa. In the next year MardoniuSy whom he bad eft 
in Greece with 300,000 meu» was defeated by t»0)0o6 Greeks at the 
battle of Plat«a» 

*' The Peloponnefian war, in which the Athenians and the Lacede- 
monians were the principal belligerent powers* 

+ Athens w?is taken by Lyfander, after a fiege of fix months. Thirty 
commifHoners -were fent from Sp»ta to keep the Athenians in 
fubjcflion, 

t Ten thoufand Greeks,- who- went to the affiflance of Cyrus the 
younger, when that Prince made war againft his brother Artaxcrxes 
Moemon, king of PerG?, in the year 401, A. G. After the death of 
Cyras in the engagement near Babylon, the Grecian army, under the 
condudl of Xenophon, whofe valor and prudence as a general are only 
equalled by the elegauce of his ftyle, retreated through Armeuia and 
Faphlagonia. This expedition has been celebrated iu hillory under 
the titlo of the Retreat oi the, Ten Thoufaad. 
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Who, giv*n by fortune to their foes a prey, 

TKro' foes, thro' floods, thro' defarts urg'd their way ; 
Quell'd adverfe force, evaded dofe deceit. 
Greater than conquerors by a bold retreat. 

400 Four hundred dains the chronologic page^ 
When the fell pow'r of democratic rage 
Doom'd Socrates, the virtuous and the wife, • 
Blind fuperltition's patient facrifice. 

.396 Agefilaus (hook the Perfian throne, 
*Till call'd to Sparta to defend his own. 

395 The Grecians leagu'd her growing pow'r oppofe ; 
Reflor'd by Conon, Athens* walls arofe. 

590 Three hundred ninety rais'd the Roman wall, ' 
When brave Camillus drove the viftor GauU 
Henceforth the Roman flory truth may boafl. 
Doubtful before : her annals now were loft, f 

363 Three hundred fixty-three, war rages wide. 
And Mantinea rolls her bloody tide. % 



* The real caufe of the condemnation of Socrates appears to have 
been the offence, which his intimacy with Critias and Alcibiades gave 
to the democratic party in Athens. Anytiis and the reft of his ene- 
mies eafily inflamed the fuperftition of the populace againfl this great 
man, by a mifreprefentation of the doflrinci ^whicb he taughti of one 
fupreme being. 

f The Roman archives were deftroyed when the Gauls burned 
the city. 

X A battle between the Thebans and Lacedemonians, in which Epa« 
jRinondas, the general of the former, loft htclife irf the moment of vidory. 

Tfccbcs, 



A. c: 
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Thebes, crown'd withxonqueft in the martial ftrifc, 
T6o dearly purchased with her hero's life, 
Gurfes the day, when Sparta was undone, . 
And mourns the battle, which fhe bravely won, 
Epaminondas falPn, her glories fail'd i 
Wife Philip's * well-condudled arms prevail'd ; 

535 No more,, three hundred thirty-five, flie flood : 
His fon t.immers'd her in her people's blood. 

330 Three hundred thirty, Paifia's empire ends : J.. 
Great Alexander Cyrus' throne afcends* 
Short was his reign : the eighth returning fpring.. 
Stopt in mid triumph the victorious king. § 

One horn cut off, lo ! four new horns arife ; [| 
301 Three hundred one divides the mighty prize. || || 

C 3 While 



* "King of Maccdonr 
-f Alexander the Great. 

:^.;After the battle of Aibela, in which the army of Danus was • 
tally routed, Alexander became mafter of the empire of A(xa» 

§ He died at Babylon in the 33d year of hi» age, of a fever, occa- 
fianed by his debaucheries, and left a lading monument of the vanity 
of human prpfperity. 

II Daniel viii, 8. Sec Wintle's Daniel, a work fijU of critical faga^ 
city, found judgment, and deep learning. 

II S The baukof Ipfu« in Phrygia decided the fate of Alexander'^ 
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A, C. 

While m long war the rival kings contend^ 

O'er Latium Rome's vidlorious arms extend, 

275 Pyrrhus, two hundred fev'nty-five, retires, 
Jnflam'd no more by falfe ambition's fires. * 
At home, by land, now great, Rome turns her eye'i 
On foreign fpoils and naval vidlories. 

26+ With Carthage, f rival of her pow'r, contends. 

Twice twelve long years the doubtful ftrife depends ; 

241 Carthage, two hundred forty-one, obey'd, J 
As Rome advanced in glory, Greece decay 'd. 



polTeiQons. Ptolemy obtaiaed Egypt» Libya, Arabia, and Pale(li«e; 
CaiTander Macedonia and Greece; Lyfimachus Thrace and Bithyma; 
and Seleucus Syria and the reft of Afia. :. 

* Pyrrhus» king of Epirus, is faid to have formed a' defign of carryw 
ing his conquefU through every part of the earth. Invited by the Ta« 
rentines, he landed in Italy to fubdiie the Romani. He defeated then 
at firft by his extraordinary (kill, hi^ hvi6t difcipline, and the ufe of 
elephants, Hnknovrn before to the R omans. Another bloody and onde« 
ciHv^ Rattle taoght hitn th9t the Ro^nans were invincible, and induced 
him to leave Italy* 

+ The firft Punic, ot Carthaginian war. 

} The Carthaginians obtained peace, on condition that they fliould 
cede to the Romans all the iflands dtua ted between Africa and ItaJyi 
tnd pay sooo talents annually duri^^ 20 yearc. 



OF ANCIENT HISTORY. to 

A. C. 

Th' Achaean patriot league, * of gcn'rons fame. 
Bore the lail heroes of the Grecian name, f 

218 Rut Carthage, yet unum'd, the war renew'd ; { 
Hannibal, panting for revenge and blood. 
Four times vidlorioas §, half unpeopled Rome. 
Three heroes fprung up, to avert her doom : 
Her fword Marcellus, Fabius was her fliield. 
But Scipio [[ taught the ilubborn foe to yield. 

202 He crofs'd, two hundred two, the Libyan main. 
Avenging Cannae's lofs on Zama's plain. 

170 Foretold of old § §, in hundred fev'nty's times. 
The King, illuftrious only ia his crimes, [J. |[ 

Rag^d 



* The Achxan league was firft framed A. C. 284 by the inhabitants 
•f PatraCf Dyme, and Pharas. Joined by leveral Grecian ftatea, they 
became formidable to the i£toIiana and to their foreign enemies, 'till 
ihe year 146, A. C. when they were defeated in two battles by Q, M«<i 
tellus, and forced to fubmit to the Roman powen. 

-{: Aratus, Philopotmeq.. 

I^Thc fecond. Punic war.. 

^ 1. Over P. Com. Scipio,.near the river Ticinus. «> Over Sen>i 
pronius, on the banks of the Trebia. 3. Over Flaminius, near the 
lake Thrafymenus. 4. The celebrated battle of Cannati over Teren- 
tins Varro, and i^milins Paulm, in which, aboy^ 40,000. Romans were 
left in tht field of battle. 

II P. Cornelius Scipio Africanus* 

§§ Daniel viii, 10. 

- Iff Antiochui lY, king of Syria, fimamcd Epiphane^or the illuf- 

trious. 
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Rag'd in the blood of Judah's wretched race> 

Atid fix'd his idol in the holy place. 
1665 But foon the valiant Afmona:ans • quell 

Hi5 impious rage.- Then Macedonia fell, f^ 
The miftrefs once of empire, now become 
A^provbce, vaffal to vidorious Rome. 

146 Corinth fhall hundred forty -fix deplore ; 

And mighty Carthage, fall'n to rife no more, j: 

88 Eighty-eight faw> and (hudder'd at the fight^ 
The Roman eagles felf-oppos'd in fight, § 

8z Saw Rome by Sylla's impious arms laid low, , 
(Arms better us'd to quell the Pontic foe, || ) 
Sunk and.inflav'd ; her haughty fpirit broke,.. 
Tame to the lafh/ and patient of the yoke. 



trious. He maffacrcd 80,000 pcrfoBS in three days at Jerufalcm ; and * 
profaned and pillaged the temple. 

* Judas MaccabaBus and his brothers, of the race of the Afmonaeans..- 
+ i£milius Paulus vanquilhed Perfeus king of Macedonia, and rt«- 
daced that kingdom to a Roman province, A. C. iSy\ 

X Carthage was deftroyed by Pub. iEmilianus Scipio. 

§ The civil -war between Marius and Sylla. 

H Mitbridates, king of Pontus, whofe af^ive mind and perfevcrlog 
fpirit refilled the ROxnan arms during more than %^ years. 

What 
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• ^ • * « 

What tho' the tyrant Ioos*d her from her chains 5 • 

The cursM example of the deed remains. 
49 Forty -nine fees again the dire difgrace. f 

Lo, red with flaughter of the Roman race» 
48 A new didiator from Pharfalia's plains ! % 

He triumphs in his country's fall, and reigns. 
44 Brutus in vain recalls pad liberty ; § 

For, once a flave, Rome dar'd no more be free* 
41 With him, in forty-one, fair freedom fell. || 
31 In thirty- one> let Attium || || blufhing tell 



* Sylla, haying deflroyed more than 1 00,000 Roman citizcnt, gm 
fcnators and 8009 knights, and, invefted with the title of perpetual 
dictator, reigned in Rome with an.abfolute authority, abdicated his 
command, and retired to private life, A. C. 79. 

f The civil war between Caefar and Pompey^ 
t Ccfar defeats Pompey at the battle of Pharfalia. 
fj Cxfar is killed by Brutus and Caflius, the chiefs of the confpiracy* 

H Brutus and Caflius were defeated, at the battle of Philippi, by 
Mark Antony, and Caius 0£iavius, who had declared himfelf the 
adopted Ton of Julius Caefar, and aHumed the name of Caius Ji^liut 
Caefar 0£lavianus. 

Illl 0£^avianus and Antony foughf, in the battle of A£llum, for the 
empire of the world. Vidory declared for the former, who received 
Imperial authority, and the title of Auguftus. 

How 
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How daftard Romans dre^ their fervilc f*vords>. 

For the bafe privilege* the choice of Lords. 

Unlook'd for bleiTings crown the rifing age : . 
The havoc of the dire triumvirs' rage 
Augvjftus* mild pateinal fway repays, 
Rome lifts her head, the vanqu](h*d world obeya* 
A. M. Hufh'd is the din of arms, and tumults ceafe : 
4004 Four thoufand four * has giv'n theprincsof peace. 



* From this year of the world the Chriflian aira take» its rife. But 
the Saviour of mankiod was bora four, years b^Core^ in thebeginniag o^ 
the year of the world 4000, or more properly in the cod of the ^thk- 
year before the Chiiiliaa «ia. 



ASH ORT 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 

o F 

The most REMARKABLE OCCURRENCES, 

FROM THE 
^Chriftian ^ra, to the Conqueft of England. 



Anno Domini. 

14 X-y E ATH of Auguftns, who is Aicceeded by Tiberius. 

33 The Crucifixion of the Saviodr of the world. 

S7 Caligula Emperor. 

41 Claudius. 

51 Caradacusj the Britifh king, carried in chains to Rome. 

54 Nero. 

61 The Romans defeated in Britain by Boadicea, but 

again victorious under Paulinus Suetonius, 
^64 Firft perfecution of the ChriiUans. 

68 Galba* 
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68 Galba. 

69 Otho, Vitellius, Vefpafian, 

70 Jcrufalcm deflroyed by Titus. 
79 Titus. 

81 Domiiian, the laft of the twelve Casfars. • 

121 Adrian builds a wall from Carlifle to Newcaftle^ 

209 Severus builds a wall from the Forth to the Clyde. 

286 Caraufius takes pofTe^ion of Britain* 

306 Conftantine. 

325 The firfl council held at Nicaea, in Bilhynia. 

328 Conftantine removes the feat of empire from Rome to 
Byzantium, then firft called Conftantinople* 

395 Arcadius and Honorius divide the Roman empire into 
the Eaftern and the .Weftem Empire. Arcadius 
reigns in Conftantinople, Honorius in Rome. 

409 Rome taken by Alaric, king of the Goths. 

i^37 Theodofius publifhes his code of laws. 

446 Britain invaded by the Scots and Pidls. 

447 Attila, king of the Huns> ravages a great psat of 

Europe. 

449 The Saxons invited into Britain. 

476 The end of the Weftem Roman empire, under Auguftukis, 
who is expelled by Odoacer, king of the Heruli, af- 
terwards king of Italy. 
The Eaftern Empire fubfifted till the year 1453, when 
the Emperor Conftantine was killed, and Conftanti- 
nople taken by the Turks, under the command of 
Mahomet II. 

481 The French monarchy founded by Clovis. 

529 Juftinian publifticf his code of laws, 
h, 533 Jufti- 
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AD. 

533 Juftinian publifhes the Digeft, or Pande£ls, a compila- 
tion made by Tribonius of the decifions of the Roman 
lawyers . 
552 The Turki(h empire eftablilhed. 
568 The Lombards eflabliih their dominion in Italy. 
584 Sajcon Heptarchy. 

6zz The flight of Mohammed> commonly called Mahomet^ 

from Mecca to Medina. From this event, in Arabic 

called Hegira, the Mahometan sra begins^ com- 

puted in lunar^ears. 

6^6 Jerufalem taken by the Saracens^ or Arabs» followers 

of Mahomet. 
653 England invaded by the Danes. 
800 Charlemagne founds the empire of Germany^ called the 

Weftem empire. 
827 Egbert, firft King of England. 
871 Alfred. 

884 Alfred founds the Unlverfity of Oxford. 
roi7 Canute the Dane, King of England.* 
1636 Harold L 
1039 Hardicanute* 
1042 Edward the Confe/Tor. 
1065 Harold II. 
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ENGLISH HISTORY. 



NORMANS. 

William the Conqueror. 

fo66 VV HEN years one thoufand and chreefcore and fix 
Had paTs'd^ iince Chriit io Bethlem's * manger lay. 
Then the ilem Norman, red from Haflings^ f field* 
Bruis'd Anglia's realm beneath his iron fway. 



* Betbleem. The birth place of our Saviour, (ix miles fouth of Jem- 
falem, in Paleftine. 

f Haftingt. A cioque-port town in Suflex ; near which place Ha- 
rold, Ton of Godwin, was defeated, oo Saturday, Odobcr S4tb, 1066, 
J WiJiiaiDi Duke of Kormaody. 

miliam 
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William Rufus. 



1087 One thoufand cighty-fev'n, fee Rufui king F 

That tyrant, who, transfixM by Tyrrcri • dart^ 
No more to fpoil and fcoorge the groaning land> 
t ** Bled in the fbreft like a wounded hart«" X 



Htnry the Firji^ 

1 100 When centuries elev*n had rolPd away. 

Then the Firft Henry mounted England's throne j 



* William Rufua> hunting in the* New Foreft in Hampfhire, wat 
wounded by au arrow* (hot accidentally by Tyrrel, onig' of his fa- 
voiites,, of which be died, aged 44 years» 

+ Pope'« JTindfir Forefi, \Z\. 

. X In this retgn the Holy War, or the Cmrades, began^ In the yen" 
1095, Peter the Hermit perfuaded the Cbriftian Princes to arm* in or*- 
der to recover the Holy Land from the hands of .the infidels. Accord- 
isg to the loweft calculation, 1,300,000 men, didiaguiflied by a croft^ 
of red cloth, which they wore on the right Ihoulder, marched for Pa- 
Icftine. Commanded by Godefroyof fiouillon, Duke of Brabant, they 
took Jerufalem in 1099^ Thcfe wars, during which hiftorians have 
particularized fix different c ru fades, laited almoft aoo years. In iiSyr- 
Saladin, Sultan of Egypt and Syria, defeated Guy of Lufignan, the: 
Ghrlftian King of Jerufalem, and made himfelf mafter of that city. 

D. « Twicer 
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Twice fourteen winters Cardiff '5 • gloomy tow'rs 

Heard his poor eyelefs captive brother*! moan. 



HOUSE OF BLOIS. 



Stephen. 

1135 When centuries eleven, years thirty-fivc. 

Were gone« the brave ufurper f Stephen's bsnd 
The fceptre feiz'd ; to keep the glittering prize* 
How oft he diench'd in blood th' afflided land ! 



♦ Henry the Firft, fon of William the Conqueror, fucceeded his bro- 
ther, a^in(l the right of Robert his elder brother, who was then en- 
gaged iu the holy war. At his return Robert was defeated by Henry, and 
confined iu the CaAle of Cardiff, in Wales. Henry died at Rouen ; bis 
body was buried iu the Abbey of Reading, Berks. 

+ Stephen was fon of Adela, daughter of William the Conqueror ; 
he ufurpcd the throne againft the rights of Matilda, daughter of 
Henry I. who was married to the Emperor Henry V. and afterwards 
to Gcoffry Plantagccct, Count of AnJQu. 

The 
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The PLANTAGENET RACE! 
Henry the Second. ^ 

1*154: When centuries «Iev*n, years fifty-foar. 

Had pafsM, came Second Henry, he, whofe fworJ^ 
Made the fierce Cambrian f tremble, and compell-di 
Hibernia's % favage fons to call him Lord. 

With Bofamunda ^ ofc^ in fragrant bowVs^ « 
Still by the mufe kept verdant, and romance. 
He toy*d the fummer's day, OH*' only weak 
Againfl the charms of beauty's powerful glance*"* 



*" Stephen adopted Henry Duke of Normandy, fon of Matil«. 
da the £mpreff suid Geofiiry Piantagenet ; hence the Plantag$net race*. 

-h The inhabitants of Wales*. 

t Ireland. 

§ R'ofamunda, daughter of Lord Clifibrd, Had' a- great a(bendita^ 
over Henry's heart. To fecure her from the jcaloufy of the Queen, he 
built a labyrinth at Woodftock Park, in Oxford (hire,, called Rofa^ 
mond's Bawert where however the Queen- found means^to difcovcr thai- 
£avarll,er9i)4 take away her life. 

{ Milton's P«iv^/^£^i viii, 531. 
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Richard the Firji. * 

1 1 89 Years eighty-nine and centuries cley'n, 
Lo Richard, he> who Cceur de Lion hight^ 
f «* Againllwhofe fury and unmatched ^rce 
The awlefs Lion could not wage the fight." 

John.X 

1 199 Since the Redeemer of mankind was born 
Now twice fix centuries were almofl gone. 
When, to young Arthur § due, fee England's crown 
Ufurp'd by the detefted daftard John. 

Perfidious, bloody wretch ! The glorious band 
Of barons, arm'd in freedom's facred caufe. 
Ere long fhall make thee, bafHed tyrant \ know> 
Britons are fubje^l ohly to the laws. 

Th' indignant heroes, prefling to thy throne. 
Shall force thee, burfling with thy fmother'd rage. 
To give the Charter || of fair Liberty ; 
Dear be their fame to each fucceeding age I 



♦ Son of Henry II. 
f Shakefpear'a King John. AQ I. 
X Brother of Richard. 
5 Arthur Duke of Brittany, had been appointed heir by Richard I. 
hh uncle : he wai Ton of Geoffry, eldeft brother of Richard. 

I Magna CbarU wz% figned by John and the Barooi| June 19th, 
ati^i at Rumu«ede| betweea Wiadfor and Staines. 
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Henry the Third. 

1 2 16 Twelve hundred years and fixteen, th^n began 
Third Henry's feeble minion-guided rule : 
A foft, irrefolute, good natur'd prince ; 
* «* Ah, what is mere good nature, bat a fool I "^ 



Edward the Firjl^ 

1272 Not fuch was Edward; red with Faynim gore> 

The fun- burnt chief, from Syria'b f parching Ilrand> 
Is, m twelve hundred fev'hty-twQ, call'd home>. 
To. fway the fceptre of his native land*.. 

How does a breafl, black cruelty'^ abode> 
Oebaffi the fage's and the hero's name I 
O ruthlefs King ! thro' each iuccceding age 
The vengeful ghofi! of Wallace % haunts thy fame. 



♦ Armftrong'i Art of Preferving Healthy ^Sf* 

i Syria's,. Edward the firil was in PalcAioe when his father died* 

f Wallace. A Scotch foldier of fortune, who had for a long time 
foaght for his country ; be was, by order of the King, executed as guilty 
•fhig^htreaCoa. 

The 
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The mufes too fhall curfe that jealous rage. 

Which doom'd to death, in Cambria's fatal day. 

Their fweeteft fons : for ever then were mute 

• *« tiighHoel's f harp and foft Llewellyn's J lay." 



Edward the Seconds 

1307 In thirteen hundred fev'n, the fatal crown 
Encircled fecond Edward's youthful head. 
Ah me ! how mis'ry fcowls behind his throne \ 
Ah me I what fury mounts his bridal bed ! 

How flirunk with horror § Berldey^s flinty tqw'rs^ 
To hear, poor King, thy agonizing roar ; * ' . 
While at thy fav'age confort's || dire command 
The glowing fteel thy frying entrails tore I 



♦ Gray'i Odtvu 

+ Hocl, > ^^j^^ g^^j^^ 

X Llewellyn, ' 

^ Berkley, Glouceilerfliirc. The room, in wbich Ed%ward was im*- 
prifoned, is fUll to be feen in the tower. 

g His wife was Ifabella, of France, daughter of Philip le Bel, the- 
greateil beauty of her age. She levied an army againft him ^ and ht waa< 
abandoned by the BaroBSi confined in Bcrkciey GaAle, and aaoft ishv^ 
nanly murdered* 

Edwardi 
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Edward the Third. 

1327 O'er thirteen hundred years and twenty-fcv*n 
On rapid pinions time has wing*d his way ; 
Lo« the Third Edward reigns } but ah I too fond 
Of martial glory and extended fway. 

O think, to thy depopulated realms 
What evib from thy hlk ambition flow ! 
But heroes, whiri'd in vift'ry's thund'ring car. 
Nor hear the widow's cry, nor orphan's woe. 

Thy trophies, reard on Crecy's • crimfon field. 
Calm reafon with undazzled eye furveys : 
*^ Arc thefc the monuments of Edward's fame,'* 
She cries, ^* which havoc and injudice raife V* 

Soft pity weeps while hiflory relates 
How fpon the envied monarch's joys are fled : 
War, ever wont to wreathe his brow with bays» 
Now rends thofe honors from his hoary head. 



• Crccy, in Picardy, twelve mile* north of Abb6ville> where Ed* 
\9tr6. gained the famous vtf^ory, Auguft 26th, 1346, over Philip king 
of France. Edward Prince of Wales, furnamed the Black Prince, be« 
,ing then but fixtecn years of age, had the honor of the day. He flew 
the King of Bohemia, and took his helmet, on which were the Oftrich 
feathers,^with the motto Ich dUn^ I fcrve ; from keacc adopted for the 

crefl of the Prince of Wales. 

% 



34 POETICAL CHRONOLOGY 

A. D. 

Death tears his dear Philippa from his arms. 
Low in his grave the fable • warrior lies : 
Opprefs'd with care and grief himfelf expires. 
No friend f to foothe hii woes, or dofe his cyei» 

Richard the Second. X 

1377 In thirteen hundred fev'nty fev'n, the throne 
Receives the fable chiePs degenerate boy. 
His people's rights^ which he had fworn to guards 
The perjur'd traitor labor'd to deftroy, 

Tho' venal judges § ftrive to render law 
The pliant flave of a defpodc Lord ; 



• The Prince of Wales died in 1376, in the 46th year of his agCf 
leaving hehiod bim a chara£ler without a fiogle. bkemiih ; and' a- degree 
of forrowy which time could fcarcely alleviate* He had won 
the battle of Poi£Hers» September 191 1^^6, where King Joha of France 
had been taken prifoner. 

■f Edward the Third died about a year after the Prince, at Sbene, in 
-Surrey, dcferted by his courtiers, evcnbythofiri-who had grown ricb 
by his bounty. He expired in the 65tb year of his age, and the 5 ift o£ 
bis reign. 

X Richard the Second, fon of the Black Prince. 

^ At the opening of the Parliament, which met in Scpteniber, 1397^. 
the Lord Chancellor made a fpeecb, in which he told the members, 
that kings were mailers of the law. The judges were prevailed upon 
to declare, that the king was above the laws. 

h; Tho» 
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Tho' venal armies * page the tyrant's heels. 

And round his pomp terrific flames the fword : 

What now avails the feaft, that wont to roar 
With laughter ? what the blaze of rich attire ? 
The jocund dance, and mufic's melting voice ? 
And mirth, that faw the lamps of night expire ? 

Dragg'd from his throne, in Pomfret's f darkfomc 
tow'rs 
Immur'd, he groanM his heavy hours away : 
^Till, free'd from all his woes, at Exton's J feet, 
A breathlefs corpfe, the murder'd monarch lay. 



♦ He modelled hi« guards, fo that he thought them fit for every pur- 
|>ofe of blood aud barbarity. 

f Richard, returning from Ireland, was felzed and imprifoned in 
the Caille of Flint, near Cheflcr, afterwards carried to London, tried 
and depofed by an ix6t of Parliament pafled September 30tb, 1399. 
He was afterwards imprifoned in Pomfret Caftle, in Yorkfhire** 

i Henry IV. fent eight men to the Caftle, headed by Sir Pierce Ex- 
ton, to murder the King, who was refolved to fell his life as dear as 
poflible : having forced a battle-axe from one of tbofe villains, he kil- 
led four of them ; at laft Exton, who was on a chair» firuck the King on 
ibe head with a club, and killed him inftaotly* 



HOUSE 
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HO,USE OF LANCASTER. 



Henry the Fourth. * 

1399 In thirteen hundred ninety- nine, the crown. 

From Richard wrefted, the Fourth Harry wore 1 ' 
Soon civil difcord calls the dogs of war 
To riot f lawlefs on Britannia's fhore. 

Henry the Fifth. 

141 3 In fourteen hundred thirteen, graceful, young. 

Brave, learn'd and poHlh'd, the Fifth Harry reigns ; 
But ah I what grim attendants, fword and £re. 
Ere long to rage on weeping Gallia's I plains ! 



* ^enry of I^anco^^, furnamed of Bolingbrokci claimed the crown 
by lioeal dcfcent, being the fon of John of Ghent, who was the fourth 
fou of King Edward III. This claim was made in a full aflembly of 
the Houfe of Lords. Hcsce the Houfe of Lancafter. 

-I- His reign v^s a continual feries of internal commotions, which de- 
luged England with blood. And though he always tiiumphed orer hia 
enemtfs, be put fo many per fons of quality to death, for having fa* 
neoted tbefe infurre£lions, that he was termed the Cruel, 

t Gallia's Plains. France was anciently caUed Gallia. 

See 
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See war, tremendous fiend, gives to his hand 

The weapon, forg'd by fate to deal the blow. 
That foon on Agincourt's * enfanguinM field 
" f Shall lay Alen9on'8 t haughty helmet low." 

Not fuch the train, that erft with Harry trod 
The flow'ry verge of Ifis' claffic tide § ; 
When, for the ftudent's gown, he deigh'd awhile 
To throw the purple robes of ftate afide. 

Attendant ever oti his ftudious walki 
Was contemplation, tranquil matron, there. 
The peaceful mufes with their filver lyres. 
And fcience, with high converfe, charm'd his ear. 



* Agincourt, alias Azincoart, a village in the province of Artois, 
where Henry defeated a French army near ten times as numerous as 
his owiii October 25th, 1413* 

+ War ton's Poem vn the King's Marriage, 

X In the heat of th^ a£lion Henry was vigorously attacked by the 
Duke of Alcnjon, ouc of the. French generals, who» with his axe, ftruck 
fuch a blow on his head» that it carried o£Fa part of the King's helmet. 
The Duke was killed in the battle. 

^ Henry was member of Queen's Collegei Oxford. 
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Henry the Sixth. 



1422 In fourteen hundred twenty-two, behold 

Britannia's crown becomes an infant's * toy. 
'Tis the Sixth Harry : how the man fhall rue 
The fatal fplendors, that delight the boy ! 

Thou know 'ft not, gentle babe, that from thy birth, 
Miihap and forrow marked thee foriheir own : 
Doom'd, at capricious Warwick's f lordly will. 
To pine in dungeons, or to fill a throne. 

How long {hall civil difcord, loos'd J from hell. 
Lead fire and flaughter o'er the wide domain ; 
'Bid kindred hoUs deal mutual deaths, and lie 
^' § Mix'd inincefluous murders o'er the plain !" y 



* Henry VI, was not quite a year old when he came to the throne. 

+ Warwick was the moft celebrated general of hi« age. Henry and 
Edward alternately obtained the viftory, as Warwick fought for cither. 
Hence he was called the King- maker. 

J The Duke of^York began to think of afferting his r^ght to the 
xrown of England ; he was dcfcended by the mother's fide from Lio- 
nel, one of the fons of Edward III. while the reigning King was dc- 
fcended from John of Gaont, a fon of the fame Edward, but younger 
than Lionel. The cnfign of the Duke was a whiter that of Henry^ a 
ud ro/e. This gave the name to the two houfes. 

§ Armftrong's Art c/Pre/erving Health, B. 3. 

p Henry VL died fuddenly, in the year 1471* and in the 50th year of 
liis age: it is fuppofed, by the hands of Richaxd, Duke of CIouceAer» 
^xotbcr of Edward the Fourth. 

HOUSE 



A. D. 
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» 



Edward the Fourth. 

1^61. In fourteen hundred £xty«onerthe throne 

Fourth Edward mounts, * and feafts his brutal eye 
On fcafFolds f crimfon with Lancaflrian gore* 
And makes the i^egal dome ** X^ feniual dye." 



♦ Edward was the fon of the Duke of York, who in the preceding 
reign, afTerted his right to the -crown, itnd who bad been killed iathe 
battle of Wakefield, Dec. 1460. 

f Edward took the mod cruel meafures to eflablifh his power ; above 
I400>men qf rank adhering to King Henry's intered were put to death. 
He caufed alfo the Duke of Clarence, his brother, to be drowned in a 
butt of Malmfey, becaufe he had fpoken with too much freedom againft 
the King. ' * 

1471, Thomas Caxton, a citizen of London, fet up the firft printing- 
prefs in Weftminder Abbey. The firil invention of printing took^ 
place, in 1440, at Strafburg and Mentz. Fooks were firll printed 
in 1450. 

X \fiItOB's Comusw 

£ z Ednfmrd 



%■ 



40 POETICAL CHRONOLOGY 

A.D. 



Edward the Fifth. 

1483 Could not Fifth Edwtrd't • childhood bnocence 
His life* alas ! from Uoodjr Richard fave } 
The year> that faixr him moont Biiunnia^s throne> 
Saw murder hide him in th* undmeiy grave. 



Richard the Third. 

1483 in fourteen hundred elghtf -three* what fiends 
Misihapen, hideous* meets the ftartled eye ? 
'Tis theTlurd Richard* drunk with human goft 1 
t Dogs bay the monfteir as he pafles by. 



« Edward the Fifth, cldeft Ton of Edward the Fourth* was thea 
tweWe years of age, when he and his younger brother were, by order 
of their uncle, ftiflcd with pillows. They had been previoofly conveyed 
to the Tower. 

t Dogi bark at me at I halt by them. 

Shakef|>etre*<JticA.iir. 
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Henry the Seventh, ^ 

J485 In fourteen hundred eighty-five, the crown. 
He won on Bofworth's f bloody plain, behold 
On the Sev'nth Henry's h^ad, demure, J fevere, 
** § Proud, dark, fufpiciQas, brooding o'er his gpld.' 



♦ Henry the Seventh, of the Houfe of Lancafteri was dcfccnded by 
the female line from John of Gaunt : he married the Princefs Eh'za- 
bet h, daughter of Edward the Fourth* apd thiiS united the iptercfl o^ - 
th^houfet of Lancafter and York* 

f Bofwortb, in Leiceftcrfhire, wbere Richard the Third Vas killed. - 

X The chara6lcr of Henry the Seventh fccmi to be too fevcrely drawn : 
daring his reign he had all ^long two points in view, the one to fet 
bounds' to the ambition of the nobility and clcrgvi^ and the other tc^ 
hnmanizeaird protefb ^he pebple ; with fuch political views, and at fuch- < 
au age^ he could not be a bad Kin^, whatcvier he was as a man. 

In 1492, Columbus difcovered America. 
§ Thomfon's Lthrty, B« 4* 

' E 3 , Uenry- 
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Htnry the Eighth. 

1509 Fierce with his powV, and frolic • of his prime. 
Dreadful and gay^ in fifteen hundred nine. 
The youthful lion^ the Eighth Harry comes 
And boaHs his high defcent from either line, f 

That gothic churchy by faperftidon rearM* 
In whofe dark cells, in hideous durance bound. 
Lay groaning reafon, dauntlefs he ailail'd. 
And tore % ^e maiTy fabric to the ground. 

Rome heard the fall abounded : Britons no«r 
Deride her thunders : may the lateft age 
Hear Britons glory in the great event. 
And hail ** § the brutal tyrant's ufefbl rage I*' 



* frolic of hit full grown age* 

Milton*! Cownu. 
4 By the father's fide from the Honfe of Lancafter, and by the ino» 
ther's fide from the Houfe of York. 

t In 1^34 Henry the Eighth procured an ad to be pafled for «bo- 
liihing the Papal authority, and introducing the Reformation in Eng* 
land : he forbad all intercourfe between hia fubjc& and the court of 
RoniCy and wat Chief of the national church. 

Martin luther had begun, in 15171 to inveigh againft the indulgen« 

ces granted by pQpe Leo X* Henry, in 15a], defended the tenets of 

the eftabli(hed chorch| and received from, the Pope the title of Pefander 

•f the'Faith. 

) Thomfoii*! ^arimrr* 

Edward. 
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Edward the Sixth. ^ 

1547 Array 'd in cv*ry blu(hing charm of youths 
Who comes in fifteen hundred forty-fcv'n ? 
'Tis the Sixth Edward ;. virtuous, learned, mild r 
t Ah« only ihewn, then % fnatch'd away to heav'n ! 



Mary. § 

'553 "II '^^ inaadible and noifelefs foot of time''' 
O'er fifteen centuries his courfe has run. 
And fummers fifty^three ; fell Mary theo 
Her direful reign^ (ad fury f has begun. 

The fury calls, and fiom his central gloon* 
The cruel daemon, perfecution, H K hies. 
Qmck o'er her realms his iron whips fefound>. 
His fetters, rattle, and his flames ari&» 



* Edward the Sixth, fon of Henry by Jane Seymour, was prockiimtd 
King at the a^e of nine yean. 

f Henry reigned but fix yeari ai^ a half, an/i diod at Qrecuwicfa* 

i Ofiendent terris hunc tantOm fata.— -— Virg, yEnn'di vi. 

^ Mary, daughter of Henry the Eighth, by Catb^rine of 9paim 

I Shakefpeare. 

1 1 Mary perfecated the proteftants very feverely, during which time 
5 bifhopt, ai clergymen, 189 laymeS| S5 womcoi and 4 children, were 
burnt alive. 

O God I 



46 POETICAL CHRQ-NOLOOr 

A. D. 

Were evVy other ad forgot, that gives 
To deteflation and contempt thy name ; 
Yet.knoiv, that Raleigh's ♦ toorder, wretch^ King^ 
Alone would brand thee with eternal fhame* 



Charles the Firjl. 

1625 In fixteen hundred twenty-five, fee Charles 
With Hep fecureafcends Britannia's throne ^ 
Tattght» unfufpedtng, from bis in^cy 
•* f Th' erroneous faith of many made for one.** 

School'd in'.misfortune, Charles is jufl and geod ^ 
The people hail their liberty reftor'd. 
But ah! fanatic tteafbn lifts her arm> - 
And in the Monarch's blood % ^^ batbes the fwbrd» 

1653 Five years the fires of civil war had blaz'd 1 
Cromwell, § in fixteen hundred fifty-three,* 



- * Sir Walter Ra1eigb» one of the greateft ornameats of his counCryt 
was accufcd of being conccraed in a confpiracy, and after biYiDg been 
confined twelve yeart in the Tower, where he wrote feveral valuable 
perfofinancct, which arc ftilh ia the hig^heft efteem, wht behetded O*-^ 
tober 89, i6i8. ' • 1 

+ Pope. 

% ChAr1eft.the iirft was beheaded on Tuefday, January tbesotb» 1649^ 
§ Oliver Cromwell was proclaimed Prote£lor of the kingdoms of- 
£ogland, Scotland tod Ireland, the t6th of Dec«mberi 1653. 



Ufurpiog 



D. 
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Ufarping tyrant ! bares his bloody arm ; 
The fhame of pow'r, the fcourge of liberty. 

But confcience fleeps not ; round the murderer's bed 
Rcmorfe*s brood of hifling adders creep ; 
Defpair around his head ftill clanks her chain. 
And fear forbids the healing bali^ of flcep; 
^58 Five years he reign'd : his foul in tempcfts • fled. 
Richard awhile hk father's (leps purfu'd ; 
But foon refign'd the pow'f he could not wield. 
And paf&'d his life in rural folitude. 

Charles the Second. 

56o But taught at length that freedom fafcfl blooms 
Beneath the (helter of the regal pow'r, 
'In fixteen hundred fixty, Monck's f brave train 
Their lawful King, the Second Charles, reflore. 

Free'd from the tumults of a civil war, 
Charles loft in pleafure all his youth's fair fame ; 
Foe to religion, deaf to honor's voice. 
Of royalty at once the pride and fhame. 



'* Hit death was rendered remarkable by one of the mod violent 
texnpeib, that had blown in the memory of man. 

Oliver Cromwell died September the 3d; 1658} the anniverfarv 
of the vtdlonct be had obtained at Dunbar and Worcc ftcr. tie was 
then 59 yeart qldi and bad ufurpcd the government nine yeari. 

^f General Monck* Duke ^f Albemarle, memorable for having xt» 
ilorcd Charlfi the Secood to the crowo, May ibc 29tb, 1660. 

Jams 
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jfames the Second. 

1685 His brother York, the Second James, afcends* 
In iixteen handted dgbty.five, the throne. 
Popery ihowVs bleffings on her bigot Ton, 
And calls the reaJms of liberty her own. 

With perfecntion arm*d, the facred code 
Of law he dafhes thonghtlefs to the groand. 
Free'd from its high controul> fee Jefferics • rage 
Fierce o'er the land> and fpread his morders round. 



William the Third A 

1688 In fixteen hundred eighty-eight, behold 
Th' invited fleet in triumph's gallant pride. 
Fraught with new llores of wealth and freedom, bears 
William of Orange o'er the briny tide. 



* JefFerics was Lord Chief Jufticcy and had been fent into the well of . 
England to try the delinquents^ which he did with the moft cfUel 
ieverity, 

+ November the 5th, t688. The Kifig, James the Second, fet iail 
for France, and the Parliament voted that he had abdicated the govern- 
ment. Theychofe the Prince and Princefs of Orange Kini; and Queen 
of England, who were proclaimed February the 16th, 1689. 
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Con/iitution. 

From hence the King, the Commons, and the Lords^^ 
To wield an equal Ihare of pow'r agree. 
From thefe three Hates the laws derive their force ;., 
And the King executes the high decree. 

Anna 

ijoi Two years o'er fcv*nteen centuries had rolI*d,% 
When Anne aroie to blefs this favor'd land. 
Hers was the mildnefs, that could fa^ion foothe ; . 
Hers was each virtue, that endears command, 

Scotland with England in fair Union joinM, * 
And Britain's fame the wondering nations taught. 
From Blenheim's f plains to Calpe's % tocky heights- 
<* How Anne commanded, and how Marlb'rough « 
fought." § 



* The union of Scotland was finally fettled July the a2d» 1707« 

-I- The battle of Blenheim« alfo called the battle of Hochftadt, a finall ^ 

town in Bavariar where the DvlVjc of Marlboroagh and Prince Esgene 

obtained a complete vidory aver th^ French tad Bafariana, Augoft the 
sd| 1704., 

t Calpe's. Gibraltar Uken in three days by Admiral Rtoky July. 
«4^i 1704* 

^ Prior, 
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The race of BRUNSWICK. 



George the Firjt. 

17 14 In fev'nteen hundred fourteen, Brunfwick's line 
Bade ev'ry fear and ev'ry' tumult ceafe : 
Juflice and wifdom George the Firft combin'd ? 
He cruih'd rebellion, and he liv'd in peace. 

George the Second. 

jzj The fcv'ntecn hundredth year and twenty -fev'ntfe 
Difclos'd the rife of George the Second's fame.. • 
Anion f and Vernon % bow'd the Spaniards lowy 
Both oceans trembled at the Britifh name. 

But fHll to darken the dread gloom of war, 
Mifguided Stuart § drew rebellion's fword i. 



* War with Spain*. 1 739 ; with Ertnce, 1742. 

-^ Commodore Anfon plundered Ptyta, on the coaft of Peru, 174s ^- 
he took a Spauifh galleon* containing upwards of 1,500,000]. and re- 
turned to £ng1and in 1744* 

"X Admiral Vernea took Porto Bello, tn South America» from the 
Spaniards, 1740. 

\ Cbarlei Staarti called tke Pretender, graadfoa of James II.. 



OF EKTGLISH HISTORY. 51 

A. D. 

E'en Derby law his vaunting banners wave. 

And Scocti(h chieftains haii'd him at their Lord.. . 

Ill-fated youth ! CuIIoden's • bloody field 
Sunk the vain fabric of ambition low^ 
Preft with fatigue and hunger,, long he roamed*. 
Mid fcenes of danger^ and mid fights of woe. 

Peace fhed her foft, but tranfitory balm. +: 
France foon provok'd our heroes to the field. J 
Hawke and Bofcawen § vidl'ry's flag unfurrd,. 
And' Gallia faw her baffled navies yield. 

Britain's viftorious flreamers Minden || faw ;. 
In India Clive new ftores of wealth fupplied; 
Wolfe pourM his fquadrons o'er Canadian • • wilds : 
The hero fought,.hc conqucr'd, and he died. 



* Culloden in the north- of Scotland* three mile»eaft of Invemefsy. 
ivhere the pretender was entirely] defeated, April i6th, 1746, and 
efcaj^ed to France. 

f The treaty of Aix La Chapellc» Oflober 7, 1748.. 

t War with France, 1 756.. 

§ November the aoth, 1759* Admiral Hawke gained a complete vie* 
tory over an equal number of French (hips, on the coaft of Britanny, in. 
Quiberon bay, in the midlt of a^ tempeft) during the darknefs of the 
aightt and what feamen fear flill mort,,upon a rocky Ihore. 

J Minden, a large town in Germany, in the circle of Weftphalia^ 
where the Englifli gamed a complete vi£lory over the French, Auguil 
the ift, 1759. 

♦ ♦ Canadian wilds. Quebec, a, ftaport» and the chief town of Canada^ 
in North America, taken September j^, 175^ after a battle, in which 
Geiicral Wolfe was flaim 

G€or£;e 
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George the Third. 

1760 In fev*ntecn hundred fixty, George the Thirds 
In Britain born, his people's dear delight^ 
Receiv'd die fceptre twin'd with laurel rounds 
And with frelh force renew'd the thicken'd £ght» 

To humbled Gallia Sp^n allied her pow'r ; ^ 
Havannah f fell, Manilla J grac'd his arms : 
Yet, midft his conquefb, he rejoic'd to fpare. 
And free'd § th' admiring world from war's alarms. 



-At 



* War with Spain, i76]». 



+ Havannah, a large fcaport town in the ifland of Gnba, in North > 
America, and the rendezvous of the Spanilh fleets. It waa taken by ■ 
the Englifh Auguft the sath, 1762, on the fane day that the Prince of * 
Wales was born. 

X Manilla* the chief town of the ifland of Lu^on in India, belongings 
to the Spaniards, was taken by the Englifli 0£lober the 6tb, 1768. 

§. Peace made with Fmce and Spaini February the 10th, i763r 
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